14               IN  WHAT  SENSE  IS  CHRISTIANITY

Could there be, I ask you, a religion less capable
than this of becoming the religion of the human
race? Not only was entrance to the priesthood
forbidden to plebeians; they were shut out from
public worship. In that long struggle for civil
equality which fills Eoman history, religion is the
great argument alleged against the friends of revo-
lution. "How could you possibly become praetor
or consul?" it was said. "You do not possess the
right of taking the auspices." And thus the people
had yery little attachment to religion. Eyery popu-
lar victory is, as we should say, followed by an
anti-clerical reaction. On the other hand, the aris-
tocracy always remained faithful to a worship which
gave a divine sanction to its privileges.

The question arose in a much more decisive
shape when the Eoman people, in the exercise of
their masculine and patriotic virtues, had conquered
all the nations on the shores of the Mediterranean.
What interest could an African, a Gaul, a Syrian
take in a worship which concerned only a very
small number of haughty and often tyrannical
families ? Everywhere the local cults continued to